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Foreword

by Hafsat Abiola

When my dear friend, Professor Bouchra Rahmouni asked 
me to write the foreword for this edition of the Atlantic 
Dialogues, I knew I had to say yes. Having read the dozen 

chapters that make up the edition, I’m glad I did. 

The quotation - the best way to predict the future is to create it - rang 
through my mind several times as I read chapter after chapter in this 
wonderful trove of ideas and innovative thinking. 

Several elements of this edition will delight the reader. First, the breadth 
of issues covered is impressive. Every major area of tension to outlaugh crisis 
between the communities joined together by the Atlantic is covered, from 
the current migrant crisis to NATO and the prevailing trade system. Second, 
the choice of scholars and practitioners who were invited to weigh in on 
the subjects is a veritable who’s who from academia and development. And 
third, each writer took seriously the request that they go beyond description 
and analysis of the issues and offer their ideas for what levers can be pulled 
to get to desirable outcomes, hence the quote above. 

It would be a good idea to democratize these ideas. They are not 
meant for books that will be kept on shelves but should be engaged, 
debated, attempted. It is a good thing that most will be discussed during 
the December 2018 Atlantic Dialogues, a space that is quickly becoming 
a brain trust for the African continent. One hopes they find an even wider 
audience for, taken together, the chapters make a strong case for responsible 
globalization. Allow me to quote from one of the contributors to the 
collection to illustrate this point: 

“There is no easy solution to the issue of inequality and disruption 
caused by globalization and technology. Policymakers must step up their 
efforts to explain the benefits of trade, while at the same time strengthening 
the mechanisms that protect the most vulnerable. However, there are limits 
to social assistance and the most promising long-term solutions are those 
that promote mobility of workers, which above all means building skills and 
flexibility” (The Future of the World Trading System by Uri Dadush.) 

Without being abrasive, grounded in sound research and data, our 
various experts help chart a course to possible futures that offer broader 
prosperity and stability than the present. I hope you enjoy reading them 
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and more than that, I hope whenever you find yourself in a meeting where 
migration or agriculture or Europe’s defense architecture comes up, you 
put forward some of the ideas offered up generously in this edition and 
contribute to creating that new world that is long overdue.

by Hafsat Abiola
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